"For the first time, she lifts her eyes from the television and looks at me as though I had come from another planet. 'O Gawd, don't be spoofy.' "Well, my boy, I said to myself, God help us if this is what we can expect from the future generation. And another thing television has done is to destroy manners. I was in the Yellow Rooms in Rathfarnham recently with an acquaintance, and, in passing a gentleman-we may at least call him that for the moment-who was standing at the bar with his pint clutched in his large hand, I unwittingly knocked his elbow and said: 'My good fellow, I am so sorry.' To which he replied, without moving, 'so you fucking well might be.' Lucky I was not to get my eye blackened, because he was quite a big fellow. Oh dear me, television has destroyed manners, utterly destroyed manners -how terrible."
Many parts I expressed my doubts about the effects of television on children, and this led Micheal to his own childhood. "I attended what is known as a boarding school in England for one-and-ahalf years, during which time I learnt endurance and the rudiments of arithmetic. I then went on the stage at the age of 10 years, and was educated thereafter by my sister, who had a certificate for teaching. She used to teach me-I remember it so well-from a silky covered purple book. She took me from Chaucer to the Elizabethans, and, of course, to the greatest Elizabethan of all, and then through to contemporary authorshow I loved it. You see, my boy, keeping the hours that I did in the acting profession, regular education was out of the question. My father, of course, wanted me to take a business career-he later sent me to Spain to acquire Spanish for this pursuit, which I did." "Happily, you did not pursue this vocation," said I. "Yes, happily for business." Continuing his childhood reminiscences, Micheal went on, "I remember earning fifteen shillings a week when I started, and then, because I was good, I was given a leading part-it was, I think, in The Goldfish Bowl-and this brought in the large sum of C2 a week. My mother thought we were millionaires. But, dear me, I did not really know what I wanted to be, which was quite in contrast to another little 10-year-old who was playing with me-he knew exactly what he wanted to be, even at that age. 'An actor, Michael, an actor I -shall be'-the cheek of the little pup, he was like that always even in later life, The Charitable Infirmary, Jervis Street, Dublin EOIN O'BRIEN, FRCPI, MRCP, consultant physician (cardiology) dear Noel Coward. Then I played in Macbeth. I was the apparition and Duncan's child. I had, of course, to be killed, and it was funny when as the apparition wearing a silken veil, and with my throat gashed, the veil caught fire at the cauldron and had to be quenched by the witches. Ha, Ha! Those were the times."
I declined a cigarette, pointing out with some regret that I had given them up. "Yes, you lose something, and I suppose you gain something. Smoking is a peculiar habit. It is not really a pleasure other than in a negative sense. Colette, that superb creature, put it so well; she said, smoking really minimises discomfort-if you are bored and smoke, you become a little less bored; if you are nervous and tense, you become a little less nervous and tense; if you are in pain, your pain is lessened. Don't you think that is the essence of smoking ?" He went on to discuss Colette. "Oh, how I would love to have met her. I adored her. She was, of course, old when she diedin her 80s, I think. The world waited for Jean Cocteau, her great friend, to speak and satisfy its morbid curiosity about Colette. But, he was so shaken, so upset, and so honourablehe was, as you know, queer, and she, the darling, was everything -that all he could say was: 'We loved as brother and sister, as man and woman, she was my dearest friend.' Don't you think that is beautiful, truly beautiful ?"
A little later we reached Le Havre, and I waved goodbye to
Micheal and his travelling companions as they set off on their Continental Odyssey. I went on to Paris, haunted by a memory, his words ringing in my mind. No wonder he was so fascinated by Wilde-they were so alike in many ways. Unique artists with a common background-Dublin. May they enjoy pleasant converse in the Elysian fields.
Medical Controversies
Expectations of a pregnant woman in relation to her treatment British Medical Journal, 1978, 2, 188-19 1 What are the reasonable expectations of a pregnant woman in relation to her treatment? A group set up by the National Childbirth Trust has prepared a list of ten items, set out below, which were discussed recently by Lady Micklethwait, president of the NCT, Professor Richard Beard, professor of obstetrics and gynaecology at St Mary's Hospital, London, Miss Kathleen Shaw, divisional nursing officer, the West Middlesex Hospital, and Dr Tony Smith, deputy editor of the British Medical Journal.
(1) She would at all times receive factual information about her medical state and that of her baby. She would also be told about the care they would receive in pregnancy, labour, and the postnatal period.
(2) It would be assumed that she would go into labour normally unless it was considered to be unsafe for her baby or her. The problem would be discussed with her before a decision was made to induce labour.
(3) She would proceed normally in labour without intervention unless there were indications that this might be unsafe for her or her baby. (midwifery) decide which she wanted and when it would be given-she would not be put under pressure to accept it.
(5) If it was considered necessary to induce or speed up labour for reasons of safety, the matter would be discussed with her before the decision was taken.
(6) She would, if she wished, have her husband or another person of her choice with her throughout labour.
(7) She would like, if it were possible, to have someone around during her labour who had given her some antenatal care.
(8) When her baby is born, she would hold him as soon as possible, and spend some time with him and feed him if she wished to, unless either of them required urgent attention.
(9) Throughout her stay in hospital she would not be separated from her baby unless she wished or it was considered essential. She would be allowed to feed him at any time.
(10) Professional advice and support would be readily available to her for as long as she needs it when she returns home.
Discussion
DR SMITH: Could we start, Lady Micklethwait, by your explaining just how the "expectations" document got to be written at all ? LADY MICKLETHWAIT: At the National Childbirth Trust we were receiving a great many letters from parents asking about their rights in relation to treatment in pregnancy and in labour. For example, women wanted to know if they had a right to have their husbands with them, or a right to have a baby at home, or to refuse an injection of pethidine. Since people use the word "rights" in so many different ways I called together an obstetrician, a lawyer, a sociologist, a biologist, an antenatal teacher-in fact, a whole range of attitudes. Many of the participants were also parents. We met to discuss parents' rights and to look at things like treatment in hospital and the demand for home confinements. Among the things we had in front of us was a letter from one woman (whom I had not met) who said she had tried to work out the main items which she could realistically
